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Part I 

Item No: 0 
Main author: Vikki Hatfield 
Executive Member: Stephen Boulton 
South West Hatfield  

 
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET PLANNING AND PARKING PANEL – 3 JULY 2019 
REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR (RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENT AND 
CULTURAL SERVICES) 

PARKING IMPROVEMENTS – PART OF ALDYKES AND FIRS CLOSE, HATFIELD  

1 Executive Summary 

1.1 The council are currently consulting residents in the Aldykes area with regards a 
resident parking permit scheme. Alongside this consultation, the Council for 
safety reasons are looking to protect junctions in the form of double yellow lines 
and addressing the increase numbers of vehicles parking on footway and verges, 
which can cause safety concerns and maintenance issues, as well as making the 
area look unsightly. The protection will be by the way of a verge and footway 
prohibition order. 

1.2 As part of a resident parking consultation; Parking Services consider how 
improvements can be made to parking. Locations which were been investigated 
for parking improvements were: 

 76-100 Aldykes 

 102-130 Aldykes 

 Firs Close 

 Hillcrest 

 Holliers Way 

 Haseldine Meadow 

 Elm Drive 
 
1.3 In the June meeting of CPPP, it was agreed that on occasions, in which the 

majority response from residents in an area are opposed to the Council’s 
suggestions on the changes to the parking layout, such schemes would be 
brought before this Panel to be considered. There are two small areas in the 
Aldykes project in which a significant proportion of residents are against the 
proposed parking improvement, each for different reasons.  

1.4 Most of the parking improvements have been well received by residents in most 
of the locations mentioned above, and have either have been or will be 
constructed in the coming months (please see Appendix A for those which have 
already been constructed). However, there are two locations where significant 
objection has been received from residents, which the report will cover in more 
detail. 
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2 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 That the Panel recommend to approve to Cabinet the parking improvements in 
76-100 Aldykes as outlined in Appendix B. 

2.2 That the Panel recommend to approve to Cabinet the parking improvements in 
Firs Close as outlined in Appendix H. 

3 Explanation 

Background 

3.2 All Parking Improvements can be on either public highway, Council or on 
Housing land, dependent on which one will determine the approval process. All 
residents in the affected locations need to be consulted on the proposals. 

3.3 Improvements proposed on the public highway or which have an impact on the 
public highway need to be approved by Herts County Council as the highway 
authority.  

3.4 Improvements on Housing/Estate land need to be considered and approved by 
the relevant officers in one or more of the following Landscape and Ecology, 
Planning and Estates, before these are constructed. 

3.5 Constructions for both schemes on Public Highway or Council land are carried 
out by HCC approved contractor, Ringway. 

3.6 When the Council are consulting residents on parking restrictions, they are also 
look into the need to address the increasing number of vehicles that are parking 
on verges, green areas and footways. This is done by introducing a Verge 
Protection Order, which enables the Council’s Parking Enforcement team to 
issue parking tickets to vehicles parked in such areas during their patrols. 

76-100  Aldykes - The cul-de-sac serves 13 properties 

3.7 The Aldykes estate was built during the 1950’s at a time when vehicle ownership 
was low, and with no expectation for the rise in future vehicle ownership was 
anticipated. Vehicle dimensions at that time were smaller than present day 
vehicle dimensions. The existing carriageway width is 4.0 metres, with footways 
on either side measuring up to 5.5m in parts. The footways is wide enough that 
up to ten vehicles are echelon parking on the footpath. At the far end of the cul-
de-sac, there is a limited hammerhead (turning area) to allow motorists to turn 
their vehicles to enable the correct exit from the cul-de-sac to the main Aldykes 
carriageway. There are up to four vehicles currently parking in the turning area. 
The challenge the Council has, is applying modern building regulations in area/s 
that were not built to accommodate modern day motoring habits and levels of 
vehicle ownership 

3.7.1 The Council investigate areas that are on the work programme, to see if 
additional parking provision can be created. In this particular location, the 
footpath at each side is very wide. In addition, up to four cars are parking in the 
turning area at the bottom (see Appendix D). As such, there are no parking 
spaces in this cul-de-sac.   
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3.7.2 The council has looked at all possibilities to provide as much parking provision as 
possible with the constraints that are specific to each site. The final proposals in 
Appendix B have been approved by Herts County Council, WHBC Planning and 
Landscape & Ecology teams. The Council throughout the consultation for parking 
restrictions have notified residents this area had been highlighted for parking 
improvement and the challenges faced in this particular location (see Appendix 
C for the results letter sent in November 2018). 

3.7.3 Letters were sent to residents at the beginning of April (see Appendix E) to 
inform residents of the final scheme and provide a date for when the new parking 
bays would be constructed. No response was received from the residents until 
the Senior Parking Technician and the Contractor (Ringway) arrived to mark out 
the new bays, the week before the construction was due to begin, when 
residents approached the officers and highlighted their concerns that the 
Council’s proposals didn’t go far enough and they were actually removing parking 
rather than providing more. 

3.7.4 A meeting was arranged for the 10th May 2019 with the residents, the Parking 
and Cemetery Services Manager and Senior Parking Technician, with a view to 
explaining the challenges the Council had, and to provide information why some 
of the options they had suggested would not be viable. Parking Services have 
produced some of the residents suggestions (Appendix F), showed the 
repositioning of ‘echelon’ parking that is the current practice being demonstrated 
currently by residents. This type of design is not possible due to the existing site 
layout and physical restrictions.  

3.7.5 The drawings that Parking Services have produced for an improvement scheme 
based on residential input, demonstrate that there is insufficient physical room to 
construct parking bays, which would accommodate all the vehicles that currently 
park here, and comply with the standards, guidance and requirements currently 
in force. This also takes into account the additional construction of a minimum 
footway width of 1.5m. This footway would also be constructed around the 
existing hammerhead in order to connect with the existing footway in situ on 
either side of the amenity area. A carriageway clearance of 6.0 metres is also 
required to prevent conflict as vehicles reverse.  

3.7.6 The proposed footway enhances access for all pedestrians including wheelchair 
users to make it easier for pedestrians to access the road and nearby properties.  

3.7.7 The yellow box hatching shown on one the residents plans, is for use at 
signalised box junctions. There is no Traffic Regulation Order that can be applied 
to the type of road marking, and therefore no enforcement. Therefore, this is not 
an option as it would not be enforceable.  

Firs Close 

3.8 A number of residents in this location responded to the parking restriction 
consultation, requesting for more parking provision as there a number of 
properties which do not have access to off-street parking, or the possibility of 
creating any parking facility within the boundary of their properties (please see 
Appendix G for current parking regime).  
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3.8.1 In response to this, the Council investigated and provided proposals to remove a 
section of the green to create ten additional parking spaces (Appendix H) for the 
improvement proposals). Some residents in response to these proposals have 
complained wanting the green area to be retained as it currently is. As you can 
see from Appendix G, there are many vehicles parking on the road in a manner 
that could reduce vehicle access. The provision of the parking bays would also 
assist in better manoeuvring when parking a vehicle within the road. 

3.8.2 The Council would also look to create a footpath around the ten parking bays. 
Low-level shrubs/hedges will be planted to prevent bright lights shining into 
properties and to provide some protection to vehicles when children are playing 
balls games on the remaining area, although this is not indicated on the plan 
(Appendix H). The footpath would be of benefit to pedestrians to assist in better 
navigation around the parking bays.  

 Implications 

4 Legal Implication(s) 

4.1 TROs are created under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Consultations 
follow a statutory legal process as set out in The Local Authorities' Traffic Orders 
(Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996. No other legal implications 
are inherent in relation in to the proposals in this report. 

5 Financial Implication(s) 

5.1 The cost of TRO works recommended in this report will be funded through 
existing Parking Services revenue budgets. 

5.2 It is standard procedure to monitor new parking restrictions for the first 6 months 
after they are implemented. During this period, all reports of safety issues or 
parking displacement will be recorded. If any significant safety issues are 
discovered during the monitoring period, Parking Services will investigate and 
carry out the appropriate remedial action. 

6 Risk Management Implications 

6.1 A risk assessment has not been prepared in relation to the proposals in this 
report, as there are no new significant risks inherent in the report. 

6.2 Changing the parking conditions in the above-mentioned roads could generate 
some negative publicity. Some parking may be displaced into nearby roads.  

6.3 The amount of yellow lining and parking control within the borough continues to 
increase, and this increase may in due course require additional budget to 
ensure lining and signage is appropriate for enforcement. 

6.4 It is standard procedure to monitor new parking restrictions for the first 6 months 
after they are implemented. During this period, all reports of safety issues or 
parking displacement will be recorded. If any significant safety issues are 
discovered during the monitoring period, Parking Services where possible will 
investigate and carryout the appropriate remedial action. 
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7 Security & Terrorism Implications 

6.1 There are no security & terrorism implications inherent in relation to the 
proposals in this report. 

8 Human Resources 

8.1 There are no known Human Resources implications in relation to the proposals 
in this report. 

9 Communication and Engagement 

9.1 When making any changes to parking restrictions there is a statutory consultation 
process set out in the Local Authority Traffic Orders (Procedures) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1996 which the Council needs to adhere to. This includes 
consulting directly with all affected parties and a number of statutory consultees, 
such as the Police and Hertfordshire County Council.  

9.2 In addition, Notices are required to be erected within all roads affected and 
advertised in the local newspaper, in this case the Welwyn Hatfield Times. 

9.3 The Cabinet Planning and Parking Panel consider all formal objections received 
in response to a traffic regulation order. The Panel’s recommendations are 
presented to Cabinet for consideration.  

10 Health and Wellbeing 

10.1 There are no known Health and Wellbeing implications in relation to the 
proposals in this report 

11 Procurement Implications 

11.1 There are no procurement implications inherent in relation to the proposals in this 
report. 

12 Climate Change Implication(s) 

12.1 There are no known climate change implications inherent in relation to the 
proposals in this report. 

13  Link to Corporate Priorities 

13.1 The subject of this report is linked to the Council’s Corporate Priority Protect and 
Enhance the Environment, and specifically to the achievement to Deliver 
Effective Parking Services 

 Protect and enhance the environment and deliver effective parking 
services; 

 Help build a strong local economy – Revitalise our town centres and other 
shopping precincts and; 

 Engage with our communities and provide value for money 
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14 Equality and Diversity 

14.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) has been carried out.  The creation of the 
Traffic Regulation Order for parking restrictions requires further statutory 
consultation.  An EIA will also be completed during that process. Within equality, 
the creation of a footway in the section in Aldykes would be of a positive impact 
for disabled residents and visitors with easier pedestrian access to navigate the 
road. In Firs Close, the creation of parking bays could assist disabled and older 
residents and visitors as the new proposed layout would make it easier to 
manoeuvre vehicles.  

Name of author Vikki Hatfield  
Title Parking and Cemetery Services Manager 
Date 12th June 2019 
 
Background papers to be listed (if applicable)   


